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According to Richard, a “grub count” of more than 100 
per square metre is considered economically damaging 
to pasture. While we still lack precise information on the 
number of grubs required to damage vine roots, the pots of 
101-14 bear out that grubs will indeed feast upon your vines. 

Control 
While control is more a matter of reducing overall numbers, 
growers do have several options for keeping these pests 
at bay. AgResearch has developed a bio-control agent (the 
bacteria, Serratia entomopila) that originally came out in 
a liquid form known as “Invade.” While that is no longer 

on the market, 
the agent is still 
available, from 
Ballance, in a 
granule form called 
“Bioshield.” The 
granules have to 
be drilled into the 
pasture or vineyard, 
according to 
instructions.

Some growers have 
reported limited 
success using 
“Diazanon,” sprayed 
directly onto 
the surface. This 
method requires 
rain to wash the 
substance into the 

soil profile. Diazanon 
is a broad-spectrum organophosphate; as such, it may kill 
off beneficial soil organisms as well.

“Suscon Green” also controls grass grubs and is active for 
three or more years. It, too, is an organophosphate that 
must be drilled into soil.

Traditionally, the issue of grass grubs has not been factored 
into planning for new plantings – yet pre-planting offers a 
“one-time only” opportunity to reduce the pest. Repeated 
cultivation from February through to planting in August 
will significantly reduce the number of grass grubs, thereby 
helping growers to stop a potential threat before vines are 
in the ground. 

Feel free to call Nick on 027 248 7724 if you have any 
questions regarding grass grubs and vine growth.

Grass-grub damage to roots of the three potted 101-14 vines on the left; a control group of three vines is shown on the right 

A firm stake in  
your vineyard
We mean that quite literally. 
Riversun can now provide 
everything you need to get the 
vineyard going – great grafted 
vines and service, expert technical 
and viticultural advice plus 
vineguards and stakes. 

Here’s the cost  
breakdown per vineguard, 
including a 1.2 metre stake: 

•  80 cents (+GST) if you’re 
purchasing up to 50,000 vines 
from Riversun

•  70 cents (+GST) if you’re 
purchasing more than 50,000 
vines from Riversun

•  90 cents (+GST) if you’re not  
in the market for vines

We can also provide stakes of  
1.8 meters, at an additional 
charge of 10 cents each. Call us 
now for a free sample.

Prices do not include freight.

Start with the best.
Phone: 0800 11 37 47
www.riversun.co.nz




